2033 ELLINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
ZONING POLICY
OBJECTIVES:
 The purpose of this policy is to provide  a framework to guide  ELLINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  to address  access,  quality and equity in all schools in  Fiji.  The purpose of school home zoning is:
a)  to     avoid    overcrowding,     or    the     likelihood    of overcrowding,  at the school.
b) to ensure that the selection  of students for enrolment  at the  school  is  carried  out  in  a  fair  and  transparent manner.
c) to ease traffic congestion  and reduce travelling   costs incurred unnecessarily by parents.
d) to enable proper and fair administration of provision of transport assistance to students.
e) to   remove   social   stratifications   such   as   parents occupation,  socio economic status,  ethnicity and religious affiliations  and encourage parents  within  the same zone to work together to improve the school.
POLICY
1.  Defining  of catchment areas  for school at different  levels.  Such catchment areas,  which  are determined and approved by the MoEHA shall  be referred to as the school home zone.
2. Formulate an enrolment scheme,  aligned  to the school home zone scheme as formulated by MOEHA, which shall outline a home zone with clearly defined boundaries,  that must be approved by the Permanent Secretary for Education.
3. Students who live within a school's home zone shall have absolute  right to be enrolled   in   that   school   regardless   of   religion,    ethnicity,    race, background or status.
4. MoEHA shall provide  the full transport  assistance to new and continuing eligible   students  attending  schools  within  the  school  home zone.   The transport assistance outside the zone shall be borne by the student and/or the student's family.
5.  The school shall not exceed student/teacher  ratio of 30  :    1     per stream unless in  cases of emergency or aftermath from a  natural  disaster upon the approval from the Permanent Secretary for Education  Heritage  & Arts (herein after abbreviated to as PSEHA).
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PROCEDURES:
1. Enrolment Scheme
· define  a home zone for the school;   and  set  out  the  enrolment   procedures    or  criteria    for   selecting applicants  who live outside  the home zone.
· identify  any  special  programmes   offered  by  the  school  and the  criteria   on which   students   will  be  accepted   onto   any special  programme
· maintain  the teacher  student  ratio to a maximum  of 30:1
· Display  the enrolment   scheme   in   the  main school  notice board.
· A  copy  of  the  school   enrolment   scheme   shall  also  be  sent  to  all current parents/guardians     of  the   school   before   the   next  date   of enrolment.
2. Enrolment Dates
· Schools shall start enrolling students who live  within  their school's home zone on Monday,  week 10 of Term 3 and complete on  last Friday of Term Three,  each academic year.
· Schools shall begin to enrol "out  of zone"  students on  the second Monday of December each year and the enrolment for "out of zone. 
· Enrolments  strictly  carried   out  under  the  "first   come,   first serve  basis"  and as per criteria  outlined  under Section  6.3.
3. Exceptions to School Home Zone
A student who lives outside the school's home zone can be enrolled at the school, in the following order of priority only if-
· he or she is offered a place at the school in  accordance with the procedure or criteria concerning recruitment of students outside the zone as set out in the urban enrolment scheme;
· 	he or she is accepted for enrolment in  a special programme run by the school;
· 	the PSEHA has agreed or directed with the concurrence of the Minister that the student be enrolled at the school; 
· preference  for  certain  subject  combinations   that  are  not offered by the school in the student's  home zone;
· preference for vernacular subjects such as hindi,   Na Vosa Vaka Viti, languages  which may not be offered by a school within the student's home zone;
· one or both of the child's  parents is a teacher at the same school;
· one or both of the child's  parents work within the school zone;
· 
· one  or all of the  child's    biological   sister(s)    or brother   (s)   are enrolled or teaching  in the same school;
· one or both  of the child's   parents  are  school  board  members or school  board employees;

· under  exceptional   circumstances   if   a   student    requires transfer from a school (school A), the head of the school at which the student wishes to enrol agrees,   by arrangement with the  Head of School A,  to enrol the student;   and   the PSEHA endorses the proposal.
4. Enrolment   may  be   nullified if   based  on  false   information or temporary residence.

5. Head of School will advise student’s  parents,  by giving  a notice  in  writing, the date the termination  of enrolment  will  be effected;  and  advise   the  PSEHA  of the  name  of the  student   and  the date of termination  of the enrolment.
6. Permanent Secretary may direct to enrol
i. The  Permanent Secretary,  in concurrence with the Minister, may direct  any Head of School to enrol  a student whose enrolment has been terminated.
ii. The  PSEHA  may direct  the  Head of  School to  enrol  any student whose application for enrolment has declined if the PSEHA is satisfied that the Head of School has declined the application  on the  ground  that  the  applicant  is  not  living   in  the school's home zone,  but in  fact the applicant is  living in the school's  home zone
7. Residences isolated from any School Home Zones
· Students who do not have a school within the 2km home zone may apply for a place in a convenient school outside their  home zone.
·  If a child cannot find a convenient  school outside their home zone, then the school shall enrol the child in the  school close to their place of residence 
· 
8.    Bus Fares & School Zoning

i. MoEHA shall provide bus fares to cover eligible   students within the home zones.
ii. Eligible  students  who  have  been  assisted  for  more  than one  stage transport  assistance  shall continue  to receive  assistance  unless  there is a change  in residence  or school   home zone.
iii.  All   parents/guardians     of  students/children    who    opt  to  enroll   their children  "outside  their school  home zone"   as per  section   6.3  may not receive  any transport  assistance  from MoEHA.

9.  If a  residence is located where there  is an overlapping of school zones, parents can send their child to a school of their choice within their home zone.
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